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SCRIPTURE LESSONS

Sept 6 Matthew 18: 15-20
“Living in the Spirit”

Sept 13 Matthew 18: 21-35
“Forgiveness: A Gift of Our Heart”

Sept 20 Matthew 20: 1-16a
“Obscenely Generous”

Sept 27 Matthew 21: 28-32
“A Solid Egg”

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF CLARIDON
13942 Mayfield Rd
Huntsburg, OH 44046
440-635-1467
claridonchurchsecretary@gmail.com

Reverend Julie Western  812-605-1816

jwestern001@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER 2026
11 11am Basket Auction Set -Up /

Delivery of items for Auction

12 12-3pm Basket Auction / Clean Up
After 3:30-4p

13 Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday School
11:30 am Deacons meeting and
Bicentennial committee meeting

15 5:00 pm Claridon Community Helps
dinner

20 11:30 am Cabinet meeting

21 7:00 pm Trustees meeting

Each Sunday: Worship 10:00 am

Each Wednesday:

Choir Practice 5:30 pm
Bell Choir 6:30 pm

Each Thursday: Bible Study 6:30 pm
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“Freedom, Progression, and Rational Interpretations”

| don’t know if this is the correct title for this article, but | do believe it encompasses the struggles we each
deal with in our daily lives for the impacts we feel both in our country, world and within ourselves. It is amazing to
me how much humans want to be found right. We often would like others to agree with us. The lengths some go to
to get others to agree is quite frankly, annoying. And then there are others who avoid those convincers because
they don’t appreciate the exchanges. As a person who has grown up in a Protestant mainline progressive Christian
Church of free thinking, who is well educated, | find the ones who need to have others thinking like them inside a
box of stayed and disjointed logic very bothersome and stressful. I’'m sure you understand this sentiment.

This interaction has led me to reflect upon who | am, where | came from, the lineage of Christian Churches |
have served and still do. (I've had 4200 miles of thinking, watch out!). Let me just start by saying | do believe
rational sense is one of the fundamental attributes we need to receive and exercise as members of Christ’s
Church. 1do believe our Church needs to be centered in the teachings of Jesus Christ in all that we are and who
we are becoming. | also believe we do have the agency for free biblical interpretation as prompted by the Holy
Spirit and we are accountable to one another for the nurture and growth of our spiritual walk and maturing. So with
that said, this is why | feel it is important for us to know what we believe, how we believe and live it out for the
impact it creates in our lives and for the world around us. There is no escaping reasonable logic for the human
psyche. Think about it. We are hardwired for things in life to make sense and to honor the creation cycle. The
stress and disjointedness in life only catches up with us when we fail to recognize and address the hitches we may
not want to deal with. In today’s world we call it PTSD or C-PTSD. In both cases, we are finding out that we can
not escape ourselves. There is no link between Alzheimer's and unresolved traumas of sorts within a person. It
truly seems God wants us to find peace and peace is the way to healing. All of this affects who we are and how it is
we are Church together since we are communal people designed to find unity and support with one
another. Freedom doesn’t mean isolation, rather it stands for the ability to live with peaceful strength and clear
honor within the Lord.

So, it might seems like | am “too deep of a thinker”, or that “theology doesn’t really affect us,” but | would
hope that this bit of explanation has wetted your appetite for the hunger to know more and realize what we think is
the stronghold to who we become. We each have the opportunity to grow and receive each day. It is our
responsibility to live with accountability for the growing and maturing within the Lord for the peace and freedom
within that we were created to receive. This is not a road of judgment, but rather a road of learning and exploring
for the Truth of God’s Light to find us and lead us into healing from all past PTSD’s and all else.

It is in allowing God to help us receive Truth that we find a spirit of acceptance and love for all life and
become strong enough to sustain, retain and stretch ourselves into God’s greater healing purpose. We are not
meant to come this way on our own, but rather we are called to unite in God’s loving Spirit of acceptance with one
another in love for the listening and learning into a more favorable future. So often we are guilty of shutting down
things we don't like, that make us feel uncomfortable, ways that cause us to re-think old patterns, beliefs, leading us
into a world of uncomfortableness. Maybe this is for the purpose of giving us the present of growth. Jesus said “he
came to afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted.” Actually the saying goes, “ who comforts us in all our
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble.” 2 Cor. 1:4. Or Matt 11:28: “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.” | will stop there on the biblical passages since Jesus had more things
to say about those who were comfortable in their ways.

Jesus showed to us that freedom comes within and strong mindedness is best when rooted in the Lord and
following his ways for the true peaceful healing we each seek. There is no other way. This is why it is imperative
we know and study what it is and how it is we believe for the shaping and ordering of our present day situation for
the future that is to come. Rationality is a gift from God that we each are in need of using in our steps, in our
thoughts, in our actions. May we let God’s Spirit speak to us today and open our hearts for the healing process to
begin within. We’re never too old to continue living. In God we trust as we learn to live among one another. May
God help each of us find our needed peace within as we contemplate these thoughts and more that come to mind
as we reflect.

Your Pastor,

Julie
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Please keep Nancy Bihary and family in prayer as Denny passed away Fri., August 28.
Calling hours will be held Friday, November 6 from 4-7pm at Potti & Marc F. Burr Funeral Home
in Painesville. Saturday, November 7 at Claridon Congregational Church Calling hours will be

from 10:00 — 11:30am and the Memorial service begins at 11:30am.

Obituary
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BELL CHOIR

Bell Choir practice will resume from 6:30 - 7:30 pm on September 9th. We are in need of more
willing hands. If you would like to participate in this fun and creative ministry please talk to Aubrey,
Laura, or just show up! The ability to read music is not required.

BIBLE STUDY

Thursday night Bible Study will resume on Sept 10th at 6:30 pm with a study of the book of
Hebrews. Ask Aubrey for more information.

PRESIDENT

It's back to school time! | know that doesn’t affect most of us, however, it should also be “back to
Sunday School time” and that should affect us! Our young families are important to us and we
should support them in any way we can. Providing Sunday School is an important way. However,
we have not had any response to our ad for a Christian Education Director.

Jill Kellogg has volunteered to “bless the bookbags” in preparation for school time. Our

Christian Education Committee (Jill Kellogg, Summer Stevens, Lisa Sherman and myself) has
volunteered to get a Sunday School going until we find someone to take over. We cannot, in good
conscience, leave our children to fend for themselves and find somewhere else to go. We have to
at least offer something.

Blessing of the Bookbags will be on September 13th. That will be our first official day of Sunday
School. As you will see in the schedule, 5th -8th grade will meet before church at 9:00 a.m.

The schedule for classes will be as follows:
*All children will stay in the sanctuary during church on the first Sunday of the month so that they
can learn about communion, the Lord’s Prayer, hymns, lighting the candles, etc.

5th grade — 8th grade will meet the 2nd and 4th Sunday from 9:00 a.m. until 9:45 and will do a book
study prompting lots of discussion that will hopefully be relevant to their lives.

Kindergarten to 4th grade will meet every 2nd and 4th Sunday during church
Children younger than Kindergarten will go to the Nursery room, however, it will be up to the
mom/guardian to watch them or take turns with someone else.

Here’s where the rest of the congregation fits in...we will need an extra person in each
classroom for 2 Sundays a month according to the Church’s Safety Policy. Feel free to sign up with
me or talk to Pam Plott about getting your background checked.



Also, you can sign up for children’s sermon. We have a book of bible stories that can easily be read
to the children. We all have to do our part in order to continue our church ministry! Pastor Julie will
tell you that it's part of our missions statement!

Please continue to share our ad with family, neighbors and friends!

First Congregational Church of Claridon is looking to hire a part-time Christian Education
Director to coordinate and lead our youth ministry. This person will develop a consistent
program of age-appropriate, faith formative opportunities for all ages from K to high school.
Contact: claridonchurchsecretary@gmail.com

~ Janet Sherman

BASKET AUCTION

We still need volunteers for the set up for the auction on Friday September 11 at 11am. We also
need volunteers for clean up after the auction at 3:30 - 4pm on the 12th. Most of all we need your
contributions for the auction. A themed basket is fun to put together. Not crafty, gift cards do very
well too. Please have all items put in the library or Pastor’s study by Friday or bring directly to the
town hall on Friday during set up. Please note. We are unable to add baskets on the day of the
auction. The Bake Sale needs your homemade fall favorites. All cookies pies, cakes, or candy
welcome. Wrapped and ready to sell please. A simple reminder to you all. Claridon Community
Helps is willing to share the profits so we need to provide 1/2 the effort in time and work, from
baking to gift baskets. This years proceeds will go towards our Church Bicentennial 2027
expenses. Please help!

BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Meeting of the committee resumes on Sunday September 13, 11:30am after church. Time to get
down to work, We need people to chose an area they would like to work on and start planning.
2027 will be here before we know it. We want to make this old church proud of it's 200 years of
existence! Please join us.

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE

Reminder, there is a shelf in the back pantry with supplies for coffee hour. There is more coffee,
decaf also. juice for kids, dried creamer. | provide a fresh half and half carton each month, but the
dry is there if you run out. | do label everything. if you run out of something, and | don’t notice, let
me know.

~Susan
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MISSIONS

During the month of September, the Missions Committee will be collecting for The Red Tulip
Project. The collected items will help support Monarch Meadows, the home for women in recovery:

Bleach, Tissues — cube style box, Liquid Hand Soap, Glass Cleaner, SOS Pads, Sponges,
Foil, Saran Wrap, Ziploc Bags — all sizes, Dishwashing Liquid,
Gift Cards — Get Go, Walmart, Goodwill, Aldi’s, Marcs, Oil Change.

Please place all items on the bench in the Library and give gift cards to Linda, Carane, Jill or Pam.
In addition, we will be collecting paper products and baby wipes for the Burton Food Pantry.

As always, we thank you for your support of our projects.

Faith in Action - Living Water Grant

Our Faith in Action Grant received from Living Water Association for the Red Tulip Beyond Project
is already being put to use! Here is the most recent update on activities for the Red Tulip Beyond
Program in August from Kristy Mowry. Thanks Kristy for your wonderful leadership!

We held two cooking class groups, 2 participants each, where they looked up healthy recipes and
we made each of them with the help of Rebecca, a holistic practitioner. We also wrapped up a
group session at the YMCA where 12 individuals completed 44 sessions over a nine week

period. The grant provided nutritious and healthy food, and the group discussed why each one was
beneficial to both mind and body healing. They also had introductory exercise classes for kettlebell,
tai chi, stability, ball, exercise, bands, Pilates, TRX, and the fitness room. We also hosted three
guest speakers, including 2 holistic doctors.

We can’t wait to see what else the Red Tulip Beyond Program will be doing!

Pam and Dianne



