+ CARILLON

SCRIPTURE LESSONS
June 7 Genesis 19:1-9; Romans 4:18-25
“All in God’s Time”
June 14 Aubrey preaching
June 21 Laura preaching

June 28 Matthew 10: 40-42
“Welcoming Discipleship”

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF CLARIDON
13942 Mayfield Rd
Huntsburg, OH 44046
440-635-1467
claridonchurchsecretary@gmail.com

Reverend Julie Western  812-605-1816

jwestern001@gmail.com

JUNE 2026
7 11:30 am Bicentennial Committee
meeting
8 7:00 pm Trustees meeting

14 11:30 am Deacons meeting

16 5:00 pm Claridon Community Helps
dinner

Each Sunday: Worship 10:00 am

Each Wednesday:
Bible Study & Book Discussion 1:00 pm
Choir Practice 5:30 pm
Bell Choir 6:30 pm

Each Thursday: Bible Study 6:30 pm
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In light of the beginning progress we attempted to construct at the last Cabinet meeting on the
assessment of our current vision and mission statements, | have taken a moment to step back and once
again, review the current work that has already been done within the church. In this process, | seek to
honor who the church is while simultaneously opening the doors of creative reflection and forward
opportunities for leaning into our identity as God calls us to become within the space and place relevant to
our times as disciples for Christ. | believe | have found the starting point in which we can attempt this
process.

As already stated in the church profile, you have identified yourselves as a church who has great passion
to preserve this beautiful legacy while serving today and preparing for future generations.

| believe this is the vision statement you have been living with since | have been here with you all. The
ways in which this vision has been accomplished, worked on, developed, and curated into present day
ministry is what I'd like us to take some time and mentally review. This is NOT a criticism. This is merely
an opening to begin our awareness of how it is we honor and own the ministries we have, the ones we
have had, and the ones which face us for the future to come. | have one point in which | would like us all
to contemplate and perhaps write down our reviews for our discussion (conversations, dreaming,
planning, revising, accepting) to begin:

Looking back over the past 11 years, in what ways has the church developed their identity to fulfill their
vision (through what missions)?

Our next step will be to take these insights and then to help them become our tools for our future goals.

If we can all agree to participate and give of ourselves in openness and exploration through the Holy
Spirit’s leading and guidance for the continuation of growing in God through the teachings of Jesus Christ,
then this process will become one of the most endearing life promoting experiences we can have for our
church and our lives together. | pray we each will contemplate how it is we will show up for this process
within this Body of Christ. Thank you for your kind consideration.

Respectfully yours,
Your Pastor Julie
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CHURCH BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

The survey has gone out by e-mail to our church list. There are paper copies in a basket
on the entry table, at the church. You may return ideas etc to the same basket or e-mail
me at susanvokoun@yahoo.com. My goal is to have all the committees and goals set
up by early fall so the separate groups can start the work to accomplish them and have
everything set by next spring. If we can committees and volunteers set up | think we can
skip July and August meeting and start back in September. Our next meeting is after
church on June 7, 2026 at 11:30am. In the conference room of the church. See you
there!

HOSPITALITY

We are deluged with an over abundance of plates, napkins and plastic silverware.

Do not buy more. Let’s use this stuff up. If you want special plates/ napkins, take the
remainder home or donate to someone else. Trying to keep the cupboards neat!

Also please do not buy any more styrofoam coffee cups., 2800 are 2800 too many!

We are trying to be environmentally correct, and really washing silverware is better too!

BASKET AUCTION

We are again going to participate with Claridon Community Helps in the annual Basket
Auction. It will be held on Saturday September 12, 2026 in the Claridon town hall. | will
again be asking for set up help the previous day, ticket sellers, and clean up helpers. As
well as bakers for the bake sale. Start thinking of what theme your basket could be and
collecting items for it.

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM

Start up -- The social hall and Sunday school rooms are being transformed into a
massive industrial kitchen production line for the lunch program, which starts this last
week in May. Judi has 382 children signed up so far. Her one need that you can help
with is, Great Value zippered SQUARE snack bags sold at Walmart. They use a lot of
these for cookies. 200 pack, $4.42. Thank you for the help; this program is our best
mission outreach to the community and good use of our church.



MISSIONS

Our mission for June is Strengthen the Church, one of the wider church missions which
we support. The Strengthen the Church offering furthers the work of our conference as
we strive together to renew existing congregations, fund leadership development, and
provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults. This offering challenges us
as a church to stretch into the unknown, trusting in the Spirit's guidance. Please
support this initiative by indicating "Strengthen the Church" on your check or envelope.

The Missions Committee has chosen the Geauga County Veterans Food Pantry as our
special project during the month of June. There is a very extensive list of wanted food
items on their website at geaugacountryveteranfoodpantry.com. However, we will
concentrate on the following items which are running low: fruit juice (apple, cranberry,
etc.), canned beets, Manwich Sauce, pickles, Spam and one pound coffee.

Also, we have been notified by the Burton Food Pantry that they are no longer receiving
mushroom soup and canned corn from the food bank. We will be collecting these items
during the month of June for the food pantry.

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of our mission projects.

TREASURER

New Way to Donate to the Church

We now have a way for you to make your Pledge and Gift payments online! Payments
can be made to the fund of your choice, by direct withdrawal from your bank account or
by credit card, and will not cost the Church anything, even if you use a credit card to
make the payment. Zeffy, a nonprofit organization that accepts voluntary donations to
cover its credit card fees, is used by over 100,000 nonprofits and has been supporting
nonprofits for the last 7 years. The link and QR code are listed below. Let Pam Plott
know if you have questions.

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/2026-pledged-and-gifted-contributions



https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/2026-pledged-and-gifted-contributions

A/V and Technology Update

Please welcome Owen Vokoun, our new Audio-Visual Tech who will be filling in
whenever Nathaniel Dye is not able to be here. You may see him in the balcony or
joining us in the Fellowship Hall after church. And, yes, he is Susan Vokoun’s
grandson It is great to have him with us!

PRESIDENT

The Cabinet meeting for June is cancelled due to many being out of town. The next
meeting will be July 19 at 11:30am



