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THE   CARILLON  

February 2023  

 

 

 
        SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
 
 
May 3  John 14: 1-14 
  “A New Way” 
 
May 10 Acts 17: 22-31 
  “Jesus is Enough” 
 
May 17 1 Peter 4: 12-14; 1 Peter 5: 6-11 
  “Ascending Through Suffering” 
 
May 24 John 20: 19-23 
  “Holy Spirit, New Birth” 
 
May 31 Matthew 28: 16-20 
  “Go and Make Disciples” 
 

 
 
 
              

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF CLARIDON 

13942 Mayfield Rd 
Huntsburg, OH 44046 

440-635-1467 
         claridonchurchsecretary@gmail.com 

Reverend Julie Western    812-605-1816 
jwestern001@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
  MAY 2026 

 
3 Awards Sunday 
 
10 11:30 am Deacons meeting 
  
11 7:00 pm Trustees meeting 
 
17 11:30 am Cabinet meeting 
 
19 5:00 pm Claridon Community Helps 

dinner 
 
Each Sunday:    Worship 10:00 am 
 
Each Wednesday:  
        Bible Study & Book Discussion 1:00 pm 

Choir Practice 5:30 pm  
   Bell Choir 6:30 pm 

     
Each Thursday: Bible Study 6:30 pm 
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 “We Identify As…” 

 
 All of us are born into this world evolving and growing into a person with a learned identity.  This identity is 
something important to us and it grounds us in the essence of who we are.  Our purpose and meaning derive from 
the understandings we have in exactly “who we are” and how it is we think about ourselves.  This is why a vision 
statement is of essential importance for a Church. 
 
 A relevant vision statement for the Church Body allows us to know who we are in Christ and how it is we are 
expressing ourselves in the active ministry of Jesus Christ.  Such a statement is not something that is given and/or 
put upon such a Body of Believers.  The relevant vision for the Church Body is something that is found through the 
coming together of listening and conversations in kindred hearts and spirits within the spiritual unity of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  This is precisely why we need each of you with us for this wonderful inviting process of discovery for our 
Church.  We hope and pray each of you will decide to join us, the Cabinet, this next month and for upcoming 
months in participating in the work of rediscovery of “who we are” and “where/ who we want to become in the 
future.”  In order to have the best outcome possible, we need everyone participating in the process of finding out 
and defining who we are so that the ministries of the Church reflect the Church Body now and who we want to grow 
into becoming. 
 
 With all of this said, here are a few questions to think about before we convene together. Please think about 
them and pray in a listening manner with God as we begin our self-discovery process for a promising renewing 
future in the Lord. 
 
Basic starter questions include:  “Where is God taking us?”   
“What does the future look like?” 
“What unique value do we bring to our community?” 
“What are our goals?” 
“Where are we currently?” 
“Where would we like to be in 5 years?”   Etc…. 
 
These are just a sampling of questions for you each to get a sense of the content for our upcoming 
discussions.  We, as the Cabinet, warmly invite and encourage you all to attend our sessions - for the work of self 
identity cannot happen unless we show up.  The Church is all of us together in the love of Christ.  Thank you for 
your care, time, attention and consideration as we unite together now forward into our hopefilled future.  
  
Please join the cabinet with your thoughts and ideas on Sunday, May 17th at 11:30 as we begin the process of 
exploring our identity and our vision as a congregation. 
 
In the love of Christ, 

Pastor Julie 😀 
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PRAYER LIST 

 
 

 
Doris Wilson 
Bree Ellis Banks 
June Webb Hunt 
Joyce Vargo 
Dale Baptie 
Rick Juhasz 
Wayne Streble 
Kelly Wagner 

 Joe Berninger 
 Lee McCurry 
 Scott Pricer 
 Don and Marilyn Hornak  
 Karen Baptie 
 Ken Temple 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Hunter 
Beth Christian Sharp 
Kevin Playman 
Denny Bihary 
Thomas Woods 
Rheta Crowley 
Gary Branstein  
Jeffery Przybysz    
Ben Armstrong 
Ellen Bonner 
Ted Ogle 
Laurie and Lowell Taylor 
Jan and John Wargo 
Gretchen Bryan 
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AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following students receiving Awards on Sunday, May 3.  
A reception will follow in the Social Hall after worship.  
 
Amy Brown Memorial Award   Lauren Casalina 
Future Leaders Award    Andrew Soltis 
Hyde Family Award     Jillian Smetana  
Karen Allen Award     Kendra Rodriguez-McMullen  
Ruth Starr Memorial Award   Grayson Yoder  
William Morgan Award    Delana Kellogg 
 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
Our final day of Sunday School will be May 17th. On that day, we will give out bibles to 
our kids who’ve completed 3rd grade.  We will have a year end celebration & wrap up 
for all the kids during the Sunday School time.  
 
 
DEACONS 
 
Deacon  meeting for 4/12/26. Becky called the meeting to order at 11:35 in attendance 
was Mary Hedrick, Becky Soltis, Carane Ladd, Pastor Julie,Sara Hamrick, Buzz Owens 
Absent was Dennis Kellogg.  Laura Christian was guest for a few moments. 
 
Julie gave a prayer. Mary read a devotion. 
Laura came to the meeting to tell Deacon‘s how and what the process was all about for 
Pastor Julie‘s one-year review deacons, will work together and have completed at next 
meeting. 
Which again had to be rescheduled for May 13 Wednesday at 7:30 so that all deacons 
could be an attendance. After that they will resume on Sundays after church in June. 
We  agreed to move the cross to the vestibule. It’s too nice to put back in the closet. 
Which has been done. 
Deacons are ordering cards (like visitor prayer request, etc.), and envelopes for pews 
and will replenish the pews when everything comes in. 
May need to order new white scarf for the altar table, can not find the one we had. 
Deacons signed up for the following months  May -Dennis, June -Sara, July -Mary, 
August -Buzz, September -Becky, October Carane, December- Dennis. 
Julie’s vacation is going to be June 14. Becky will ask Aubrey or Laura if they can fill the 
pulpit. 
Easter service we thought went very smooth. Church was very nice and a good 
attendance. 
Deacons made plans for Mother’s Day May 10th. Julie suggested “Muffins for 
Mom”  Becky or Mary will get muffins and a little gift bag to put them in. Carane will get 
2 1/2 dozen assorted carnations to pass out. 
 We discussed Pentecost, which is May 24 th ,would like to put in bulletin soon so 
congregation can plan on wearing red. Sara will get a half sheet cake for “birthday of the 
church.”Mary will get three dozen red carnations to pass out. 
Will hang Easter & Christmas banners together in the closet. 
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Buzz will probably be out the whole month of May due to his surgery the end of 
April.    We talked about Father’s Day perhaps doing” Donuts  for Dad”. 
We sent cards to Temples, Soltis, Margrot, and Reed. 
The meeting ended with a prayer from Pastor Julie at 12:44.  
~ Mary Hedrick 
 
 
MISSIONS 
 
The Burton Food Pantry has requested cake mix, brownie mix and frosting.  Therefore, 
the Mission Committee will be collecting these items during the month of May. 
 

TRUSTEES 

Unfortunately the elevator will not be available to use for Awards Sunday.  Even though 
the elevator was inspected and passed on April 6, it is not running now.  Rick has not 
been able to get ahold of the company as they were closed already by the time he 
looked into the issue Friday late afternoon and tried again Saturday morning and 
afternoon.  The issue will be resolved next week hopefully.  

 

 

 


