+ CARILLON

SCRIPTURE LESSONS

Aug 2 Matthew 14: 13-21
“Bountiful Harvest”

Aug 9 Matthew 14: 22-33
“Putting Fear into Worshipful Salvation”

Aug 16 Matthew 15: 21-28
“All Are Fed in Faith”

Aug 23 Matthew 16: 13-20
“Confessions??”

Aug 30 Matthew 22: 1-14
“Who's Invited?”

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF CLARIDON
13942 Mayfield Rd
Huntsburg, OH 44046
440-635-1467
claridonchurchsecretary@gmail.com

Reverend Julie Western  812-605-1816

jwestern001@gmail.com

AUGUST 2026
9 11:30 am Deacons meeting
New Members installed
10 7:00 pm Trustees meeting
16 Church Picnic after worship
18 5:00 pm Claridon Community Helps
dinner
Each Sunday: Worship 10:00 am

Each Wednesday:

Choir Practice 5:30 pm
Bell Choir 6:30 pm

Each Thursday: Bible Study 6:30 pm
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“Are You Ever Just Tired?”

The question, “Are you ever just tired came to me today.” | got to thinking about it and wondered how many
of us in life are just tired, weary, low on steam, in need of some energy. | guess that is why places like Starbucks,
Caffeinated Cafes and high energy drinks stay in business. We are people who are looking for more energy. We
are people who are stressed over the realities of our own limitedness and our lack of control. This combination is
stressful and even debilitating when left unattended to. So often in life, we push aside the uncomfortable by
redirecting and pushing through. Sometimes we even ignore and avoid all together. In either case, life keeps going
along with or without us and we are left with the remnants of how to adjust and manage ourselves in the process.

It is here where | invite you each to think about how and what quality of fuel it is we want to fill up on for our
next run. Like a car, we need more than mere fuel to keep running if we want to have longevity and more reliable
outcomes. This means we must attend to ourselves with regular maintenance check ups. We each need to live
mindfully within ourselves attending to our inner and outer needs. Listening and honoring our needs and then
participating in the solutions is the key to refueling ourselves for our next run.

This analogy can be taken in many ways and all of them are true. Whether we relate this to pure junk food
for the quick boost, or finding the escape clause in quitting and ignoring a situation which we can help solve by
becoming an active participant in, the truth remains that we are a part of life in every aspect and our presence has
an impact in life whether we are tired or not. So how is it we choose to take care of ourselves? How do we choose
to face life’s situations? How is it we choose to embrace this gift of life and our part within it?

My suggestion to these such questions and more is to make sure we fuel up on God’s gas so-to-speak. We
are to call upon and sit within the Triune Godhead for the relational connections of fueling we are created for. We
are to do this by practicing mindfulness with intention. We are to learn to live in the present knowing that the Holy
Spirit will accompany us and direct our route. But this alone is not enough. We need to agree with ourselves that
we will practice each day to practice giving our minds over in Christ. When we give our minds over to Christ (read
the Bible!) then our hearts will fill in the purpose of God’s love and new life will be found. Our path will become
clear. Our tanks will be refueled and our quality of life will come together. Simply put: our dog tiredness will relieve
and our energy will be found as our peace in the Lord is found.

Won'’t we each recommit ourselves to this walk in the Lord with one another at God’s gas station in Claridon
First Congregational Church? Won’t we allow for the timing of God’s calling to enter into our tanks and fill our souls
for the route God wants us to go and not necessarily the way we think it “should” be? | know we each can travel
together in joy and love when we allow God’s Word to be our map and source for energy. Let us trust and obey
The One who calls us together week after week as we continue to live mindfully in the Lord for the gift of life that is
given to us each day with one another. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that we can accept this message and
commit to the journey. May God bless to us each a healing understanding of what it means as we go
forward. Amen.

Your Pastor,

Julie
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PRESIDENT

We are in the process of looking for a Christian Education Director. While we really
appreciate the time and years that Jill and Leslie and then Jamie and Samantha put into
Sunday School and our children’s faith formation, we have come to a standstill. It is
essential that we fulfill the needs of our young families and provide a youth ministry. If
we don’t, we will lose our families and slow any growth in our church.

We asked the trustees to consider hiring a part-time Christian Education Director and
they have approved! We have compiled a list of responsibilities that we deem important
in coordinating and developing a faith-formative schooling for our youth of all ages.
Please see the attachment.

If you know of someone who may be interested in this position, please have them get in
touch with Nancy Jevnikar: claridonchurchsecretary@gmail.com; Pastor Julie:
jwestern001@gmail.com; or myself, Janet Sherman: shermans7@windstream.net

CHURCH BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

| am again asking for your participation in the annual Basket Auction (formerly known as
Chinese Auction.) Sponsored by Claridon Community Helps and us, the church. We
share in the profits, so we need to share in the work. And the Cabinet has said the
Bicentennial Committee can use the funds raised for our events.

The date for this years auction is Saturday September 12. 12:00 noon, at the Claridon
Town Hall. Set up is Friday at 11am, auction clean up is 4:30pm after the auction. |
need 3 people for set up and 3-4 people for clean up. Paula has people for tickets
selling. Donna V. and myself for the bake sale.

But most important | need people to make beautiful eye-catching baskets. Aren’t
creative? donate gift cards, they do very well. Bake for us. please have items packaged
and ready for sale. Baskets and Items can be left in the church library , or brought to the
Town hall on Friday.

And lastly COME! Invite your friends! Buy tickets, win!!! It is an enjoyable way to pass
the afternoon while supporting two very worthy causes! THANK YOU

DEACONS

Just a reminder of the August 16th picnic at the park( right across from church ),
immediately after church. There is a sign up sheet for a dish to pass All utensils and
paper products will be provided. Please come and enjoy some delicious food and
fellowship. Thank you
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MISSIONS

First Congregational Church of Claridon
Good Samaritan Fund

The Good Samaritan Fund was originally established to allow the Pastor and Secretary
to respond quickly and anonymously to requests for help from members of the church,
community and throughout the world. The funds, now handled by the Missions
Committee, are held in a checking account, and still are used anonymously for:

« Assistance paying utility bills
Help with rent
Buying gasoline for travelers who stop into the church
Paying for gas cards
Paying a portion of an auto or appliance repair bill
Buying food and beverages for Funeral lunches
Paying to Sponsor a Child through Church World Service
Donations for a specific need at Next Step
Purchasing gift cards for the adults in a family sponsored for Christmas

o Assisting with needs identified through Claridon Community Helps
Donations come into the Good Samaritan Fund from many sources ranging from those
received in appreciation for the funeral luncheons, those in memory of a member or
friend of the church, and occasionally designated gifts from our congregation.

The Missions Committee is not sponsoring any special collections or outside
organizations in August, but we want to share this information about our Good
Samaritan Fund. Please keep us informed of any needs you are aware of in our
community. Currently there are sufficient funds available for the short-term, but if you
would like to make a gift, please note Good Samaritan Fund on the envelope or memo
line of your check made out to First Congregational Church of Claridon.

Red Tulip Beyond Program Update

The good news from Red Tulip is, thanks to our many partners, we are now able to
provide transportation to recovery service for an ever growing number of people.... from
56 in April, to 87 in May to 127 trips in June! Our drivers are Peer Support Certified and
transport often becomes meaningful group conversations. Part of our meeting people
where they are.

The Living Water Association Faith in Action Grant will also support Red Tulip Beyond
as they help provide basic food resources for individuals committed to their recovery
journey by working with our certified staff.

Thank you to all of our supporters!



Christian Education Director & Sunday School Vision — Group Summary

As we look toward the future of Christian education at our church, there is strong agreement that we
need a sustainable plan that supports our children, youth, families, volunteers, and church leadership.
Many feel that we have reached a point where relying solely on a small group of volunteers is no
longer realistic, and that hiring a Christian Education Director may be necessary to strengthen and
grow our ministry.

Our goal is not simply to fill a position, but to define the identity and future of our Sunday School
and youth ministry.

Key Priorities for Our Christian Education Ministry
1. Spiritual Formation
The primary purpose of our Christian education program should be helping children and youth:

* Learn Bible stories and biblical knowledge

« Understand Christian values and teachings

« Build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ

« Develop a meaningful prayer life and worship practices

« Participate in age-appropriate faith discussions

« Grow in faith that will guide them through life's challenges

For younger children, there is a desire to ensure they learn foundational Bible stories, basic Christian
concepts, and how to use and enjoy their Bibles.

For older children and teens, many expressed the importance of discussion, critical thinking, asking
questions, and developing a faith that becomes their own rather than simply inherited from family
tradition.

2. Consistency Matters
One of the strongest themes that emerged was the importance of consistency.

Many feel that children should have a Christian education opportunity available nearly every Sunday.
Consistency helps children build habits, relationships, and a sense that faith is an important part of
life.

While volunteers may rotate schedules, there should be a dependable and consistent program for
children each week whenever possible.

Consistency is also important in:

« Teacher relationships

« Curriculum planning

« Communication with families

« Children's participation in church life

3. Age-Appropriate Programming



There is broad agreement that the age gap between younger and older children is too large for a
single class.

Ideally, the program would include:

« A younger children's class

« An older elementary/middle school class

* Long-term development of a youth ministry for teens

Programming should be engaging, interactive, and tailored to the developmental needs of each age
group.

4. Building Relationships and Connections
Many participants emphasized that relationships are at the heart of successful Christian education.

Important connections include:

+ Children with other children

* Children with teachers

« Children with the pastor

« Families with church leadership

« The congregation with the children and youth

Several people expressed a desire to restore the Children's Message during worship as a meaningful
connection point between the pastor and children.

There was also significant support for creating opportunities outside of Sunday mornings for
relationship building, including:

+ Family game nights

 Movie nights

« Pizza nights

« Community outings

* Picnics

« Park or splash pad gatherings

« Intergenerational church events

The goal is to help children feel known, valued, and essential to the life of the church.
5. Youth Ministry and Peer Connections

A recurring concern was the lack of opportunities for older children and teens to build friendships
and faith connections with peers.

Ideas included:

« Creating a youth group

« Partnering with other churches

« Exploring county-wide youth ministry opportunities

« Encouraging participation in existing programs such as Impact Geauga and Campus Life events



Many believe that strong peer relationships rooted in faith can help young people navigate
adolescence and remain connected to the church as they mature.

6. Curriculum and Educational Leadership
The group generally agreed that curriculum is important and that teachers need quality resources.

The Christian Education Director should:

« Select age-appropriate curriculum

« Work collaboratively with the pastor

« Ensure lessons align with the church's beliefs and mission

« Adapt lessons as needed

« Help teachers prepare and succeed

« Evaluate whether curriculum is effectively forming children's faith

Lessons should be engaging, interactive, and enjoyable while remaining spiritually meaningful.
7. Outreach and Growth
There is a desire not only to serve current families well but also to attract and welcome new families.

Ideas included:

» Promoting programs through social media

« Increasing visibility of children's and youth events

* Hosting community-focused family activities

« Creating welcoming opportunities for visitors

* Helping families feel they belong from their first visit

Many believe that investing in children and families is essential to the long-term health and growth
of the church.

8. Continuing Important Traditions

Several traditions were identified as valuable parts of the church's ministry and culture, including:
« Vacation Bible School (VBS)

« Advent activities

« Easter Egg Hunts

« Christmas programs/pageants

« Other seasonal family events

While not necessarily required every year, many would like these traditions to continue when
possible.

Desired Qualifications for a Christian Education Director
Spiritual Qualifications

» Demonstrates a mature Christian faith
« Supports the beliefs and mission of our church



» Models Christian character and leadership
« Has a passion for children, youth, and family ministry

Personal Qualities

« Welcoming and approachable

« Strong communicator

« Organized and dependable

« Able to build relationships with children, parents, and volunteers

Ministry Skills

« Experience working with children and/or youth

« Teaching or curriculum-planning experience

« Ability to recruit, support, and encourage volunteers

« Ability to create safe, engaging learning environments
« Event planning and organizational skills

Additional Qualifications

« Education, training, or experience in education, ministry, child development, or a related field
« Child safety training and background check

* Familiarity with social media and communication tools

Role of the Pastor

Many comments emphasized that children's ministry should be a partnership between the Christian
Education Director and the pastor.

The pastor's involvement remains important through:
« Children's Messages during worship

« Building relationships with children and families

« Supporting confirmation and faith development

« Collaborating on curriculum and ministry goals

« Participating in family and youth events

The Christian Education Director should strengthen—not replace—the pastor's connection with
children and families.



