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THE   CARILLON  

February 2023  

 

 

 
        SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
 
 
July 5  Romans 5: 6-11 
  “God’s Timing Saves” 
 
July 12 Matthew 13: 1-23 
  “Fruitful Planting” 
 
July 19 Matthew 13: 24-30 
  “Now What?!” 
 
July 26 Matthew 13: 3-33, 44-52 
  “A Little Planting Has a Big Impact” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF CLARIDON 

13942 Mayfield Rd 
Huntsburg, OH 44046 

440-635-1467 
         claridonchurchsecretary@gmail.com 

Reverend Julie Western    812-605-1816 
jwestern001@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
  JULY 2026 

 
 
12 11:30 am Deacons meeting 
 New Members installed 
 
13 7:00 pm Trustees meeting 
 
19 11:30am  Cabinet meeting 
 
21 5:00 pm Claridon Community Helps 

dinner 
 
Each Sunday:    Worship 10:00 am 
 
Each Wednesday:  
        Bible Study & Book Discussion 10:30 am 

Choir Practice 5:30 pm  
   Bell Choir 6:30 pm 

     
Each Thursday: Bible Study 6:30 pm 
 
 

 

mailto:claridoncongregationalchurch@gmail.com
mailto:jwestern001@gmail.com
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“Slow Wisdom” 
 
Prov 19:2  “Desire without knowledge is not good–how much more will hasty feet miss the way!” 
 
 I don’t believe there is any human who is born with “aged old wisdom.”  It seems we each are born with 
energy and the ability to go and learn but not with the ability to teach and instruct.  In order for our energy to be “put 
to good use” we must be taught how and what to do with it for the development and maturity of self.  It takes a 
lifetime of continuous practice and learning for the ability to adapt and master skill sets.  As I reflect upon this 
concept, I realize living in a society where everything is bought and expected to be conveniently instantaneously 
available to us is an alternate reality that conditions us to not accept life very well.  Capitalism has had a way of 
selling us the lie that money can make us in control and we only have to accept that which we can afford to 
buy.  The illusion of control.  And this way of thinking carries out into all aspects of our perspectives.  Truth is, we 
seem to think with enough money we can buy time and thereby control perception for the ultimate gain of control in 
our lives which we equate to wisdom.  This simply is not true. 
 
 I know you have all heard the saying, “just pray for patience.”  In fact, most of us don’t do this because we 
don’t want to be tested in this arena.  However, maybe patience is really just acceptance and acceptance is really 
just the precursor to wisdom.  So by not praying for patience, we are thereby admitting that we like remaining 
ignorant.  Just a thought to ponder. 
 

As children, we go and go and run and play.  We learn how to use our bodies and how to relate to the world 
around us.  It takes time and practice and lots of energy!  Thank goodness we are born with no expectations or else 
we might get exasperated with the timeline it takes to master skills in life.  And if we quit then where would we 
be?  However, as adults, many times we fall into the trap of expecting things in life to not take so long.  We expect 
that with our advantages we have accrued in life, that we will be able to control and manipulate the situations we 
face for the advantages we desire.  In truth, some sway can happen.  However, life is still life and the universe is 
outside of our control.  It does us well to respect the grandioseness of life’s cycle and realize that acceptance of 
life’s timetable is wisdom for the success of renewal for us all.  Children do well here with acceptance because they 
are dependent upon others for life.  As we age, we tend to grow more resistant to accepting new ideas.  Also, as 
children, speed comes without wisdom.  As we age, we become slower and hopefully more wise.  It does us well to 
learn to live in the pause for the enlightenment we seek for the desires we dream. 
 

As each of us live our lives in this day and age with the number of years we each carry, it will do us well to 
gently reflect upon what it means to open up and allow God’s acceptance into our hearts.  We all face 
uncomfortable, unknowing circumstances and yet God calls us to remain faithful and patient throughout our 
situations.  This instruction is not just to tax us, wear us down, show us up, or prove we are incompetent.  The 
instruction is given to help us make it through life’s natural way.  It is an instruction so we can succeed. God, our 
Eternal Parent instructing us, God’s creation in love and care for the betterment of us all, as a parent does for their 
child.   
 

In our Church, there are always ways we need to learn to grow together, adapt to the seasons and situations 
which rotate through and make decisions that scream for attention.  Prayerfully sitting before the Lord in the Holy 
Spirit’s presence is what is offered to us for the path in life.  We are to go in peace and patience for the timely 
manner of God’s answers. Let us learn to walk in the Lord together through the teachings of Jesus Christ who lights 
our path.  Like a child learns, so too shall we.  When we keep practicing our life skills in the Lord, the guidance and 
support will come for the outcomes of prosperity and rebirth to renew.  It is God’s promise for those who move 
slowly and with great wisdom in the Lord.  May the Holy Spirit add to our understanding strength and purpose for 
our steps this place forward and God continues to bless and heal us all now and for the generations to come.   
 
Blessings to All, 

Your Pastor Julie 😀 
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PRAYER LIST 

 
 

 
Doris Wilson 
Ellis Banks family 
June Webb Hunt 
Joyce Vargo 
Dale Baptie 
Rick Juhasz 
Wayne Streble 

 Joe Berninger 
 Scott Pricer  
 Karen Baptie 
 Ken Temple 
 Will Angstrom 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Hunter 
Beth Christian Sharp 
Denny Bihary 
Thomas Woods 
Rheta Crowley 
Gary Branstein  
Jeffery Przybysz    
Ben Armstrong 
Ted Ogle 
Jan and John Wargo 
Gretchen Bryan 
George Anderson 
Joe Kronic 
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Wednesday Bible Study Group 

Our Wednesday Bible Study Group will re-convene on Wednesday, July 22nd!  This 
summer the Group has decided to meet on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 and will 
use the UCC Devotional for Monday of the week we meet as a start to our study and 
discussion. The overall voice of the Daily Devotional is tended by the Still speaking 
Writers’ Group and supported by the staff of The Pilgrim Press. 

 

 Each Monday the UCC Devotional includes a Bible verse, a devotional written by one 
of the contributors as well as several discussion questions.  Every other day of the 
week, there are no discussion questions.  Here is a link to some of the recent 
devotionals https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/ where you can also sign up to receive 
them each day by email or text.   
 
We look forward to more thought-provoking discussions and hope you can join us!  Any 
questions, please ask Pastor Julie or Pam Plott. 
 
 
CHURCH BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE  
 

Bicentennial Committee on hold till September 13 committee meeting. 
 
 
DEACONS 
 
The board of Deacons would like to thank both Aubrey Woods and Laura Christian for 
covering our pulpit during Reverend Julie Western’s vacation. The Deacons are in the 
works of planning a church potluck picnic in the park on August 16 following service.  A 
request has been sent to Claridon Trustees to reserve the date, and we will plan on 
posting a signup sheet for dishes to pass once that date has been fully secured.  We 
continue to pray and send cards of encouragement, well wishes, thinking of you, and 
congratulations to our fellow congregants.   
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
On July 12, 2026, new members will be installed during church service.  A reception 
after church will follow down stairs in the social hall.  If you are interested in joining the 
church, please contact Barb Petersen at 216-406-6566.  
 
MISSIONS 
 
The Burton Food Pantry is pretty well stocked on canned goods this month.  However, 
Walmart is providing fewer baked goods than previously.  To that end, they would 
appreciate cake and brownie mixes and also the pouches of muffin and cookie 
mix.  They could also us different kinds of dry pasta other than spaghetti. 
 
 

https://www.ucc.org/stillspeaking-writers/
https://www.ucc.org/stillspeaking-writers/
https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/
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PEWS 
 
Notice that Frost’s crew has come and gone. The peeling paint has been restored. And 
they did their usual fine cleanup. 
 
 
SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM  

 
Judi’s lunch crew is now doing over 450 lunches per day. She would welcome more 
volunteers for assembling the lunches, Mon,Wed, Fri 9-11:30am. She has enough 
drivers for now. Many hands make light work! 

 

TREASURER 

This update shows preliminary financial results for the First Congregational Church of Claridon 

for first and second quarter 2026.  Total Revenues in the Operating Fund are approximately 

$14,000 more than budgeted for the first half of 2026. Revenues for operations do not include 

gifts restricted for scholarships or the music fund or that will be passed through to other 

organizations.  Total Operating Expenses are about $3,300 less than budgeted for the first six 

months, leaving Net Operating Revenue approximately $17,400 more than budgeted through 

June 2026. 

Operating Activity for January through June 2026: 

Pledges and Gifts          $     73,531 

Fundraising and Other Revenues             400  

Interest Income - estimate                1,074 

Funds from Endowment for  

   Operations                  4,000 

 Total Revenues              79,005 

Less Operating Expenses             (67,173) 

Net Operating Revenue 3/31/26  $    11,832  

Balance in Operating Fund       $     74,429  

 

Total Revenues in all funds include funds drawn down from the Endowment of $16,000, for use 

in 2026, which were split between the Scholarship Fund, Contingency Fund, Music and Christian 

Ed (both in Operating Fund).  The Endowment shows a balance of $120,595 at June 30, 2026 

and any withdrawal of earnings is evaluated by the Endowment Committee each year.  They will 

recommend spending to be approved at the Annual Meeting in January.  The Endowment 

Committee meets quarterly and considers committee requests for upcoming special projects with 

funds to be drawn from the Endowment in the following year.   

 

In April, the Trustees directed that the Dorothy and Manville Rose Memorial Funds as well as 

several smaller Memorial Funds, totaling $39,141, be transferred into the Capital and Building 

Fund to pay for the repair to the beam under the front doors of the church.  

 

Our grant application to Living Water Association for a $4,000 Faith in Action Grant to support 

the Red Tulip Beyond Project was just accepted!  These funds will pass through to Red Tulip.   
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Other Funds –  

Balances as of June 30, 2026 in other Funds are as follows: 

• Restricted for Music  $    4,167 

• Memorial Funds  $    1,848 

• Scholarship Funds  $  48,644 

• Pass-Thru Contributions $    4,839  

• Contingency Fund   $137,637 

• Capital & Building Fund   $  46,568 

 

If you have any questions, please let me know and I will do my best to answer them.   

 

Pam Plott, Treasurer  

 

 

 

Faith in Action - Living Water Grant 
 
Thank you, First Congregational Church of Claridon for partnering with Red Tulip 

Project and the Faith in Action - Living Water Grant initiative!  We just heard that our 

grant application was accepted and we are getting started with our accounting set up for 

the $4,000 check to come soon. We know it will be such a help to further peer support 

activities in both the Monarch Meadow Home and our "Beyond" community outreach 

programs.... 

So excited to get started.     

Pam and Dianne   

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 


